
Government 
A high-performing, responsive, and responsible government 
is essential to the success of our community. At its best, local 
government, in particular, creates policies to encourage 
economic development and business attraction, expedite housing 
development, provide safety and community services, maintain 
recreation facilities, and other vital services for residents.

Transportation
The ongoing deterioration of our transportation infrastructure 
hurts businesses whether they depend upon shipping their goods 
out of the area or on tourism and in-person business. We support 
transportation policies and funding that increase mobility, relieve 
congestion and expand alternative commute options, including 
connectors between different modes of public transportation.

 

Downtown
A vibrant downtown is crucial in recruiting a high-quality 
workforce and for new business development, providing recreation 
and retail opportunities for residents, and providing attractions for 
tourism. Economic studies conducted by the City of Santa Rosa 
demonstrate the highest tax return and property value are in the 
city’s downtown areas, providing the highest economic return on 
investment.

LOCAL AND STATE 
POLICY PLATFORM 2019
We support policies that are 
consistent with the creation of a 
vibrant urban core, significantly 
increased housing for all income 
levels, a more diversified and 
inclusive economy, and a strong 
workforce. We believe this will 
create a healthy and thriving 
business environment for all. 
We will endorse policies and 
practices that support business 
start-up, innovation, expansion 
and attraction. We believe that 
the best policies use a data driven, 
evidence-based approach.

The Policy Platform includes eight 
issue areas, with a limited number 
of focused objectives. The goal of 
our Policy Platform is to establish a 
focused framework for developing 
and responding to local, state and 
national issues that positively or 
adversely affect our community and 
our members. The Metro Chamber 
uses its Policy Platform to inform 
communication with elected leaders 
and members, and to guide its 
engagement on community efforts.

Convene. Empower. Act.



Housing 
Our housing crisis is the greatest threat to our long-term economic and cultural success. The Chamber will 
advocate for incentives and opportunities that create more housing at all levels, and organize the private 
sector to support new housing development in all market levels. 

Homelessness
Every community in the Bay Area is facing increases in those experiencing homelessness. While many 
communities are now following the “housing first” model, this is not a quick fix and is difficult to implement 
during a housing crisis. Substantial resources are needed if we are to provide housing for those in need as a 
first step towards helping them re-enter our communities. 

 
Energy & Natural Resources
The extraordinary quality of the physical environment of our region is critical to the quality of life we enjoy. 
It is also the underpinning of various sectors of our local economy, particularly our tourism and recreation 
industries. The droughts and fires we have experienced in recent years highlight the need to use our natural 
resources in a manner that is sustainable in the long-term and to promote land use and management 
practices and building codes that minimizes the impact of natural disasters. 

 
 

Education
Ensuring that our community’s youth have a strong academic foundation along with equal and ongoing 
opportunity for educational success is key in the development of our future workforce. We support 
investments that will strengthen access to quality early childhood care, early education, and K-12 Education 
and that align postsecondary programs with employer needs, including a focus on STEM and CTE 
opportunities. Career Technical Education (CTE) opportunities for students are crucial to integrate real world 
examples and opportunities that help all students to graduate from high school college and career ready. 

Tourism
Sonoma County’s allure as a global destination for high-end wines, craft beer, outdoor recreation and 
cutting-edge cuisine is a critical component of the region’s ongoing economic success. Large employers, 
small businesses, and entrepreneurs all rely on the strength of the local tourism economy, which employs 1 of 
10 residents and also provides amenities and recreation opportunities for locals.

Thank you to the member representatives of the Metro Chamber’s Advocacy 
Council, who volunteered their time and expertise in the establishment of this 
Local and State Policy Platform. 
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When we convene, we speak with a strong voice. 
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Thank you to the member representatives  
of the Metro Chamber’s Advocacy Council, 
who volunteered their time and expertise 
in the establishment of this Local and State 
Policy Platform.

Government  
A high-performing, responsive, and responsible government 
is essential to the success of our community. At its best, local 
government, in particular, creates policies to encourage 
economic development and business attraction, expedite 
housing development, provide safety and community services, 
maintain recreation facilities, and other vital services for 
residents.

Budget 
We support budget policies that maintain core services, public safety, 
infrastructure and economic development while controlling spending. Our 
City’s budget should balance expenditures with existing revenue and should 
include investment in a sustainable reserve.

City Charter 
The benefits of an effective City Charter are far reaching. The charter review 
process is an important opportunity to review key functions and city processes 
including an examination of how to provide greater support to the City Council, 
such as financial compensation, and amending of council districts as census 
data changes.

LOCAL AND STATE POLICY 
PLATFORM 2019: GOVERNMENT
We support policies that are 
consistent with the creation of a 
vibrant urban core, significantly 
increased housing for all income 
levels, a more diversified and 
inclusive economy, and a strong 
workforce. We believe this will 
create a healthy and thriving 
business environment for all. 
We will endorse policies and 
practices that support business 
start-up, innovation, expansion 
and attraction. We believe that 
the best policies use a data driven, 
evidence-based approach.

The Policy Platform includes eight 
issue areas, with a limited number 
of focused objectives. The goal of 
our Policy Platform is to establish a 
focused framework for developing 
and responding to local, state and 
national issues that positively or 
adversely affect our community and 
our members. The Metro Chamber 
uses its Policy Platform to inform 
communication with elected leaders 
and members, and to guide its 
engagement on community efforts.
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Thank you to the member representatives  
of the Metro Chamber’s Advocacy Council, 
who volunteered their time and expertise 
in the establishment of this Local and State 
Policy Platform.

Transportation  
The ongoing deterioration of our transportation infrastructure 
hurts businesses whether they depend upon shipping their 
goods out of the area or on tourism and in-person business. 
We support transportation policies and funding that increase 
mobility, relieve congestion and expand alternative commute 
options, including connectors between different modes of public 
transportation.

Airline Attraction 
We support the expansion of flights and destinations for, along with the 
modernization of the Charles M. Schulz – Sonoma County Airport. With each 
new route, our airport estimates an average of $23 million in economic value 
including 70 jobs in our community. In addition, connecting to new destinations 
enhances our ability to attract new employers and bolster our tourism industry.

Road Improvements  
We support reconstruction of highway 37 to withstand sea level rise and storm 
surges, to relieve congestion and to improve safety. Growing housing demand 
has increased this priority as a local workforce issue. Average annual daily 
trips are projected to increase from 45,000 in 2013 to 58,000 by 2040. 
 
We support the extension of Measure M, the Traffic Relief Act that provides 
a quarter-cent county sales tax for local transportation improvements. In the 
last decade, Measure M has attracted $7 state and federal funding for every 
dollar of local money raised. An extension of Measure M, with a dedicated 
spending plan to repair both city and county roadways, would help solve this 
longstanding problem with no increase in the existing tax rate. An extension 
of Measure M would ensure crucial city and county road repairs and expand 
alternative commute options with no increase in the existing tax rate.

SMART 
We support SMART in increasing ridership and in the completion of its original 
plan.

LOCAL AND STATE POLICY 
PLATFORM 2019: TRANSPORTATION
We support policies that are 
consistent with the creation of a 
vibrant urban core, significantly 
increased housing for all income 
levels, a more diversified and 
inclusive economy, and a strong 
workforce. We believe this will 
create a healthy and thriving 
business environment for all. 
We will endorse policies and 
practices that support business 
start-up, innovation, expansion 
and attraction. We believe that 
the best policies use a data driven, 
evidence-based approach.

The Policy Platform includes eight 
issue areas, with a limited number 
of focused objectives. The goal of 
our Policy Platform is to establish a 
focused framework for developing 
and responding to local, state and 
national issues that positively or 
adversely affect our community and 
our members. The Metro Chamber 
uses its Policy Platform to inform 
communication with elected leaders 
and members, and to guide its 
engagement on community efforts.
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Thank you to the member representatives  
of the Metro Chamber’s Advocacy Council, 
who volunteered their time and expertise 
in the establishment of this Local and State 
Policy Platform.

Downtown 
A vibrant downtown is crucial in recruiting a high-quality 
workforce and for new business development, providing 
recreation and retail opportunities for residents, and providing 
attractions for tourism. Economic studies conducted by the City 
of Santa Rosa demonstrate the highest tax return and property 
value are in the city’s downtown areas, providing the highest 
economic return on investment.

Downtown Development 
To capture the return on investment to develop Courthouse Square, we support 
using City resources in the form of land and/or incentives to encourage critical 
housing and commercial developments downtown. 
 
We support initiatives to expand the employment base in the downtown and 
efforts to retain City/County employment downtown, including support of 
events, cultural opportunities, and beautification, and the redevelopment of city 
and county facilities in downtown.

Community Benefit Districts 
We support Community Benefit Districts (CBD) to enhance the greater 
Downtown Santa Rosa area and Railroad Square area by improving cleaning, 
safety, orderly, attractive, and well marketed with special events and programs, 
and to increase commerce within the boundaries. 
 
We support the creation of Enhanced Infrastructure Financing Districts 
(EIFD), reconstituted Redevelopment Zone mechanisms, and other funding 
opportunities that do not increase the local tax burden while channeling 
funding to critical housing and infrastructure projects.

LOCAL AND STATE POLICY 
PLATFORM 2019: DOWNTOWN
We support policies that are 
consistent with the creation of a 
vibrant urban core, significantly 
increased housing for all income 
levels, a more diversified and 
inclusive economy, and a strong 
workforce. We believe this will 
create a healthy and thriving 
business environment for all. 
We will endorse policies and 
practices that support business 
start-up, innovation, expansion 
and attraction. We believe that 
the best policies use a data driven, 
evidence-based approach.

The Policy Platform includes eight 
issue areas, with a limited number 
of focused objectives. The goal of 
our Policy Platform is to establish a 
focused framework for developing 
and responding to local, state and 
national issues that positively or 
adversely affect our community and 
our members. The Metro Chamber 
uses its Policy Platform to inform 
communication with elected leaders 
and members, and to guide its 
engagement on community efforts.
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Thank you to the member representatives  
of the Metro Chamber’s Advocacy Council, 
who volunteered their time and expertise 
in the establishment of this Local and State 
Policy Platform.

Housing 
Our housing crisis is the greatest threat to our long-term 
economic and cultural success. The Chamber will advocate 
for incentives and opportunities that create more housing at all 
levels, and organize the private sector to support new housing 
development in all market levels.

  
Permitting and Regulation 
We applaud recent progress in streamlining of the local permitting process 
to encourage housing development. We support similar improvements to the 
entitlement process to gain process consistency and create needed certainty for 
developers throughout the city and in priority development areas. We support 
incentives for in-fill and affordable housing. 
 
CEQA amendments must be addressed to ensure it is not an obstacle for high 
density development, particularly for in-fill urban development. CEQA must 
be modernized to preserve the law’s original intent while preventing abuse for 
purposes unrelated to environmental protection.

Rent Control 
The preponderance of evidence and research show rent control and just cause 
eviction laws do nothing to provide housing, reduce homelessness or provide 
affordable housing for renters, and experts agree that these policies exacerbate 
housing shortages. Home development is the most effective way to ease the 
cost of housing.

LOCAL AND STATE POLICY 
PLATFORM 2019: HOUSING
We support policies that are 
consistent with the creation of a 
vibrant urban core, significantly 
increased housing for all income 
levels, a more diversified and 
inclusive economy, and a strong 
workforce. We believe this will 
create a healthy and thriving 
business environment for all. 
We will endorse policies and 
practices that support business 
start-up, innovation, expansion 
and attraction. We believe that 
the best policies use a data driven, 
evidence-based approach.

The Policy Platform includes eight 
issue areas, with a limited number 
of focused objectives. The goal of 
our Policy Platform is to establish a 
focused framework for developing 
and responding to local, state and 
national issues that positively or 
adversely affect our community and 
our members. The Metro Chamber 
uses its Policy Platform to inform 
communication with elected leaders 
and members, and to guide its 
engagement on community efforts.
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Thank you to the member representatives  
of the Metro Chamber’s Advocacy Council, 
who volunteered their time and expertise 
in the establishment of this Local and State 
Policy Platform.

Homelessness 
Every community in the Bay Area is facing increases in those 
experiencing homelessness. While many communities are now 
following the “housing first” model, this is not a quick fix and 
is difficult to implement during a housing crisis. Substantial 
resources are needed if we are to provide housing for those 
in need as a first step towards helping them re-enter our 
communities. 

 
Housing & Services/Mental Health  
We encourage incentives, protecting dedicated local housing funds, and 
securing partnerships and initiatives to build or repurpose housing for homeless 
with wrap around services. 
 
We support aggressive action to secure SB1 and SB2 funds for “rehousing” as 
the first step to getting the homeless back into our society, increased support for 
local behavioral health (i.e., mental health and substance abuse) services and 
best practices advice to local jurisdictions to assist them in grappling with this 
challenge.

LOCAL AND STATE POLICY 
PLATFORM 2019: HOMELESSNESS
We support policies that are 
consistent with the creation of a 
vibrant urban core, significantly 
increased housing for all income 
levels, a more diversified and 
inclusive economy, and a strong 
workforce. We believe this will 
create a healthy and thriving 
business environment for all. 
We will endorse policies and 
practices that support business 
start-up, innovation, expansion 
and attraction. We believe that 
the best policies use a data driven, 
evidence-based approach.

The Policy Platform includes eight 
issue areas, with a limited number 
of focused objectives. The goal of 
our Policy Platform is to establish a 
focused framework for developing 
and responding to local, state and 
national issues that positively or 
adversely affect our community and 
our members. The Metro Chamber 
uses its Policy Platform to inform 
communication with elected leaders 
and members, and to guide its 
engagement on community efforts.
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Thank you to the member representatives  
of the Metro Chamber’s Advocacy Council, 
who volunteered their time and expertise 
in the establishment of this Local and State 
Policy Platform.

Education 
Ensuring that our community’s youth have a strong academic 
foundation along with equal and ongoing opportunity for 
educational success is key in the development of our future 
workforce. We support investments that will strengthen 
access to quality early childhood care, early education, 
and K-12 Education and that align postsecondary programs 
with employer needs, including a focus on STEM and CTE 

opportunities. Career Technical Education (CTE) opportunities for students are 
crucial to integrate real world examples and opportunities that help all students 
to graduate from high school college and career ready. 

Early Care & Education 
Studies show that investments in early education set the foundation for 
learning, ensure school readiness and narrows the persistent achievement gap 
for the region’s most vulnerable children. This is the best investment we can 
make locally to improve outcomes that increase cost savings in education, 
health, economic productivity and crime reduction. We support policies that 
encourage an investment in quality early education and care.

K-12 Education & Postsecondary Access 
We support the alignment of A-G requirements and CTE opportunities, so that 
all students will have access to pathways to sustainable jobs and careers, and 
support efforts to leverage our region’s higher education opportunities that meet 
our region’s workforce demands for education and training in science and 
technology.

LOCAL AND STATE POLICY 
PLATFORM 2019: EDUCATION
We support policies that are 
consistent with the creation of a 
vibrant urban core, significantly 
increased housing for all income 
levels, a more diversified and 
inclusive economy, and a strong 
workforce. We believe this will 
create a healthy and thriving 
business environment for all. 
We will endorse policies and 
practices that support business 
start-up, innovation, expansion 
and attraction. We believe that 
the best policies use a data driven, 
evidence-based approach.

The Policy Platform includes eight 
issue areas, with a limited number 
of focused objectives. The goal of 
our Policy Platform is to establish a 
focused framework for developing 
and responding to local, state and 
national issues that positively or 
adversely affect our community and 
our members. The Metro Chamber 
uses its Policy Platform to inform 
communication with elected leaders 
and members, and to guide its 
engagement on community efforts.
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Thank you to the member representatives  
of the Metro Chamber’s Advocacy Council, 
who volunteered their time and expertise 
in the establishment of this Local and State 
Policy Platform.

Energy & Natural Resources 
The extraordinary quality of the physical environment of 
our region is critical to the quality of life we enjoy. It is also 
the underpinning of various sectors of our local economy, 
particularly our tourism and recreation industries. The droughts 
and fires we have experienced in recent years highlight 
the need to use our natural resources in a manner that is 
sustainable in the long-term and to promote land use and 

management practices and building codes that minimizes the impact of 
natural disasters.  

Water Resources 
We support stewardship and sustainable use of our water resources, including 
state resources to create a more resilient water supply, as a key element of 
securing our community’s agricultural and recreation industry and supports the 
growth of our region. 
 
We support the development of a sustainable groundwater plan that ensures 
long-term availability of groundwater supplies and allocates costs and benefits 
equitably across sectors.

Minimizing Risk of Fires 
Much of California has seen an increase in risk of wildland fires. To help 
mitigate the risk locally, we support: Initiatives to reduce the volume of 
combustible materials in the forests and rangelands of Sonoma County; smart 
management practices for property and forests that minimize the likelihood 
and spread of fires; and improvements to the electric distribution system that 
would serve to minimize fire risk.

LOCAL AND STATE POLICY 
PLATFORM 2019: ENERGY & 
NATURAL RESOURCES
We support policies that are 
consistent with the creation of a 
vibrant urban core, significantly 
increased housing for all income 
levels, a more diversified and 
inclusive economy, and a strong 
workforce. We believe this will 
create a healthy and thriving 
business environment for all. 
We will endorse policies and 
practices that support business 
start-up, innovation, expansion 
and attraction. We believe that 
the best policies use a data driven, 
evidence-based approach.

The Policy Platform includes eight 
issue areas, with a limited number 
of focused objectives. The goal of 
our Policy Platform is to establish a 
focused framework for developing 
and responding to local, state and 
national issues that positively or 
adversely affect our community and 
our members. The Metro Chamber 
uses its Policy Platform to inform 
communication with elected leaders 
and members, and to guide its 
engagement on community efforts.
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Thank you to the member representatives  
of the Metro Chamber’s Advocacy Council, 
who volunteered their time and expertise 
in the establishment of this Local and State 
Policy Platform.

Tourism 
Sonoma County’s allure as a global destination for high-end 
wines, craft beer, outdoor recreation and cutting-edge cuisine is 
a critical component of the region’s ongoing economic success. 
Large employers, small businesses, and entrepreneurs all rely 
on the strength of the local tourism economy, which employs 
1 of 10 residents and also provides amenities and recreation 
opportunities for locals. 

 
We support the expansion and development of hotel rooms, in particular those 
providing extended stay and large conference amenities. 
 
We support and invest in, events, facilities and other cultural resources that 
promote Santa Rosa and the region as a world class destination.

LOCAL AND STATE POLICY 
PLATFORM 2019: TOURISM
We support policies that are 
consistent with the creation of a 
vibrant urban core, significantly 
increased housing for all income 
levels, a more diversified and 
inclusive economy, and a strong 
workforce. We believe this will 
create a healthy and thriving 
business environment for all. 
We will endorse policies and 
practices that support business 
start-up, innovation, expansion 
and attraction. We believe that 
the best policies use a data driven, 
evidence-based approach.

The Policy Platform includes eight 
issue areas, with a limited number 
of focused objectives. The goal of 
our Policy Platform is to establish a 
focused framework for developing 
and responding to local, state and 
national issues that positively or 
adversely affect our community and 
our members. The Metro Chamber 
uses its Policy Platform to inform 
communication with elected leaders 
and members, and to guide its 
engagement on community efforts.
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